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apparently in good faith—by Frederick the Great, who was actually
Machiavelli's ablest practical disciple up to that date.
This Frederician state of mind, in which a neo-pagan Machiavel-
lianism was practised while an incompatible Christianity was still at
least nominally and perfunctorily professed, was the moral dispensa-
tion under which the Western World lived during the chapter of its
history that occupied the four hundred years beginning with Machia-
velli's own generation. The characteristic of this age was that, for
four centuries, the issue which had been raised by Machiavelli's
trenchant intellect was successfully—because ingenuously—evaded
by the vast majority both of the rulers and of the rank and file of the
Western peoples. While they revealed their real religion by spelling
'State' and 'Government', like 'Church' and 'God', with capital
letters, and by giving raison d'etat the precedence in practice over
the commandments of Christianity whenever the two competed ein
real life', they managed to preserve the decencies—and this, to some
extent, in their hearts as well as in their conventions—by still
professing themselves Christians and by apologizing for their practice
of Machiavellianism as a provisional concession, in an imperfect
world, to an overwhelming practical necessity.
This long persistence of an unresolved contradiction in a matter
of such profound religious and social importance is perhaps partly
to be explained by the fact that, between the ages of Machiavelli
(who lived to see the decline of the medieval Italian city-states) and
Frederick (who died at the moment when the new nation-states of
the Transalpine and Transmarine World were coming to birth), the
parochial communities of Western Christendom were in the hands of
hereditary autocrats who treated cthe state' as their private family
property. This dynastic version of parochialism was in one sense a
manifest abuse, since in equity the ruler should exist for the sake of
the community, and not the community for the sake of the ruler;
and, just because it was an abuse, it had the effect of retarding the
progress of the new paganism by starving it of a plausible object of
worship. It is much more difficult to idolize a state that is the vested
interest of a dynasty than a state that is the incarnation of a tribe;
and therefore, so long as the dynastic state remained the standard
type of parochial community in the Western World, it was difficult
to carry the new community-worship to extreme lengths. Machiavelli
himself militated against the immediate 'totalitarian' application
of his own neo-paganism by addressing himself to a 'prince' of the
stamp of Caesar Borgia, instead of dedicating his book to Italy
(when, as the last chapter of The Prince reveals, he was at heart a

